2019 Rules of Golf: Rule 17 — Penalty Areas

17.1 Options for Ball in Penalty Area

Local Rule for Back-On-The-Line Relief

1. Where ball entered penalty area
2. Unplayable ball position
3. Ball in a bunker position

L. Ball rolls out of relief area and comes to
rest within one club-length of where it

first touched the ground:
2. Ball can be on any area of the course.
3. Player can play the ball as it lies
or drop again under Rule 17.1d(2)

Reference Point

L. Point where ball
dropped first touched
ground

2. Must be within one
club-length of the
reference line

Player must play the
ball if it stays within
the relief area.

Relief Area

Reference Line



